
Demography  

From a politicians  

point of view  

 

Jesper  Hßi Skovdal  

Secretary General, Geoforum Danmark  

Former member of the city council ï 

Hillerßd Municipality  

 



25 minutes from nowé 

ÅI would like you to know:  

ïWhy demography is a valuable tool for politicians  

ïThe most important demography issues currently for 
Europe  

ïThat political means to impact the demography are 
scale dependent  

 

 



Birth  rate in Europe 

ÅPlease, talk to 
the person next 
to you about:  

ïHow is      
birth rate 
development 
in your 
country?  



Birth rate decline in Denmark  



Birth rate decline in Denmark  
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Consequences ï municipal  scale 

ÅLess children for the schools means we have to:  

ïDismiss teachers  

ïMerge  schools  to larger  units  

ïEventually  close  down  schools  

 

Å This might have an effect on the local society:  

ïDrainage of local society if e.g. the village school closes 
down ï people will move away from the village  

ïSelf - reinforcing mechanism: no families would like to 
move to or live in a neighborhood with no schools  

 

ÅSo far in Hillerßd Municipality we have:  

ïMerged almost all schools to larger units  

ïA school closing in a village is probably coming up soon  

 

 



Demographic analysis 

ÅA demographic analysis is 
necessary to estimate what the 
future will bring  

ÅAnalysis based on population data  

ÅEvery year a re run of 
the analysis is done to:  

ïstrenghten  the 
knowledge of the future  

ïdraw political 
consequences from it  



Consequences ï national scale 

ÅAt national scale:  

ï333 schools 
closed down 
(22%)  

ïOver a 5 years 
period of time  

ïOn average >3 
schools per 
municipality  

ÅExplanation here:  

ïTo save money  

ïTo strengthen 
education level  

ÅFact though:  

ïDeclining number 
of children  
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Relative index  development  of 65+ years  
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Consequences ï European scale 

ÅòCombinationen      
of more elderly  
people  and few  
newborn  cause  a 
serious  issue  for 
economists  and 
politicians ò 

 

ÅAt European scale:  

ïPopulation 
number will 
decrease 
dramatically  

ïTime scale: 20 -
30 years  

ïEconomic welfare 
at risk  



ÅAgeing  is inevitable  

ÅWhat  to do is to 
adjust  our  politics . 

ÅAnd we  need  to 
adobt  a new way  of 
thinking  

Mitigation  ï European and national scale 

ÅDealing  with this        
demographic  challenge :  

ïRaise  the age of retirement  ï 
seen  in context  of expected  
life  duration  

ï It has to become  possible  and 
attractive  to stay  employed  for 
elderly  people  

ïMake up with stereotypes 
about older employees  

 



 

ÅDealing with the demographic issue of fertility.      
High birth  rates in a modern  society can  be     
obtained  in various  ways :  

ïThrough incentives for couples to have more 
children  

ïThrough support to families with kids  

ïThrough an extensive  social system  

ïThrough a flexible  labour  market  

 

Mitigation  ï European and national scale 



Mitigation  ï municipal  scale 

ÅOne thing is the solution at large scale  

ÅPlease notice that at the municipal scale all 
municipalities are competitors to the attractive citizens:  

ïLike to have good tax payers  

ïLike to have more families to preserve schools and 
kindergartens  

ïLike to have less care demanding 81+ citizens to 
avoid building new nursing homes  

 

ÅBut there should be room for 
all of usé 



Mitigation  ï municipal  scale 

ÅVarious strategies could be suggested for prevention:  

ï Inaction  

 

 

 

 

ïClose a lot of schools  

 

 

 

 

ïPlan for a change of future demography  

 


